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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Gareth Bacon AM, Kit Malthouse AM and 

Steve O’Connell AM. 

 

1.2 The Chair informed the Assembly that there would be a 62 gun salute at the Tower of London 

at 1pm that day, in honour of the Prince of Wales’ 64th birthday. 

 

1.3 The Chair welcomed to the meeting journalism students from the London Metropolitan 

University who observed the meeting from the public gallery. 

 

1.4 The Chair informed the Assembly that, as part of the annual Children’s Commissioner Takeover 

Day, the young person who would be shadowing the Chair would be introducing the event at 

the start of the 21 November 2012 London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) meeting and 

that a number of other young people associated with Takeover Day would be present also.  
 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 Resolved: 

 

(a) That the list of memberships of functional bodies and London Borough 

Councils, as set out in the table at Agenda Item 2, be noted as disclosable 

pecuniary interests;  

 

(b)  That Roger Evans AM’s declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 

5 (Question and Answer Session: London Legacy Development Company 

(LLDC)), arising from his membership of the Board of the London Thames 

Gateway Development Corporation, whose assets were to be subsumed by the 

LLDC, be noted; 

 

(c)  That Fiona Twycross AM’s declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in the 

motion set out at paragraph 8.11 below, arising from the fact that she was a 

supporting member of and former employee of Diabetes UK, be noted; and 

 

(d)  That Jenny Jones AM’s declaration of the receipt of a gift of champagne 

glasses from SNCF be noted. 
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 

3.1 James Cleverly AM referred to an exchange which he had had with Andrew Dismore AM at the 

17 October 2012 London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) meeting in relation to fire 

stations closures and the related blog he had written shortly afterwards, in which he had set 

out his position on those issues and had made comments critical of Andrew Dismore AM. 

James Cleverly AM informed the Assembly that Andrew Dismore AM had subsequently 
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contacted him and expressed his disquiet regarding some of the content of that post which he 

felt was inaccurate and unfair.  

 

3.2 James Cleverly AM indicated that, having reviewed what he had written, he recognised that 

elements of the blog piece had contained criticisms which had drifted towards the personal, 

rather than being of a professional or political nature. Mr Cleverly recorded his apologies for 

that and indicated that he had now removed the blog post and would replace it with an 

apology to Mr Dismore. Andrew Dismore AM thanked James Cleverly AM for his apology and 

stated that it had been accepted.   

 

3.3 Resolved: 

 

That the minutes of the London Assembly meetings held on 17 October 2012 

(Mayor’s Question Time) and 24 October 2012 (Plenary) be signed by the Chair as a 

correct record. 

 

3.4 In response to a query from Andrew Boff AM, the Chair confirmed that she would deal under 

Any Other Business with queries in relation to the disclosure of confidential information 

provided to the Assembly by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and 

Paralympic Games. 
 
 

4.   Question and Answer Session: London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games Ltd (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

4.1 The Assembly put questions to Lord Coe, Chair of the London Organising Committee of the 

Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) and Olympics Legacy Ambassador and Lord 

Deighton, Chief Executive of LOCOG on the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and also put 

questions to Lord Coe on his new role as the Government's Olympic Legacy Ambassador. 

 

4.2 The Chair noted that LOCOG had provided the Assembly with some information by way of 

background to the session, which had been circulated to all Assembly Members and published 

to the GLA’s website. In addition, LOCOG tabled at the meeting additional information 

regarding ticketing, which is attached as Appendix 1. 

 

4.3 The record of the questions put by Assembly Members to Lord Coe and Lord Deighton and the 

answers given is attached as Appendix 2.  

 

4.4 During the course of the session, two Assembly Members separately requested: 

 A breakdown of ticketing for each session at each price band; and 

 Details of how many tickets corporate sponsors had received for ‘blue ribbon’ events.  

 

4.5 Subsequently, it was requested that LOCOG provide the full unprocessed ticketing data and 

further to a request, the Chief Executive of LOCOG agreed to examine whether it would be 

possible to publish that unprocessed data via the London Datastore.  
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[Note: See also the Assembly Motion Minute 6 below.] 
 
 

5.   Question and Answer Session: London Legacy Development Corporation 

(Item 5) 

 

Part A: 

 

5.1 The Assembly put questions to Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, in his capacity as Chairman 

of the London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC), and Dennis Hone, Chief Executive of 

LLDC. 

 

5.2  The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached as 

Appendix 3. 

 

5.3 During the course of the question and answer session, the Mayor and the Chief Executive, 

LLDC undertook to provide the following: 

 

 Further details regarding the community land trust for the Chobam Manor site, and in 

particular community engagement with that; 

 Details of how many of the affordable rented properties at Chobam Manor would be 

family homes; 

 How much would be spent on skills and employment initiatives in the Park; and 

 A breakdown of legacy benefits of the Games for individual London Boroughs. 

 

5.4 In addition, the Mayor also undertook to provide details of City Hall resource being put into 

championing community land trusts, both at the Olympic Park site and beyond. 

 

5.5 During the course of the session, at 12.06pm, the Deputy Chair, Darren Johnson AM, took the 

Chair. At 12.26pm, the Chair, Jennette Arnold AM, resumed the Chair. 

 

5.6 At 12.30pm it was agreed, in accordance with Standing Order 2.9 and by general consensus, 

to extend the meeting in order to complete the business set out on the agenda for the 

meeting. 
 
 

6.   Part B of Question and Answer Sessions with LOCOG and LLDC  

 

6.1 The Chair formally moved the motion set out on the agenda in her name in relation to the 

question and answer session with the LLDC, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

6.2 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
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6.3 The Chair formally moved the motion set out on the agenda in her name in relation to the 

question and answer session with LOCOG, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

6.4 Darren Johnson AM moved and Jennette Arnold AM seconded the following amendment to 

the motion: 

 

Add: 

 

“The Assembly also notes Lord Deighton's commitment today that if LOCOG are technically 

able to publish the full 2012 ticketing data on London Datastore they will and looks forward 

to the release of this data.” 

 

In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, Jennette Arnold AM, as mover of the motion, formally 

accepted the amendment. 

 

6.5 Upon being put to a vote, the motion as altered, namely: 

 

“The Assembly also notes Lord Deighton's commitment today that if LOCOG are 

technically able to publish the full 2012 ticketing data on London Datastore they will 

and looks forward to the release of this data.” 

 

was agreed unanimously. 
 
 

7.   Changes to Mayoral Posts (Item 6) 

 

7.1  Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 

 

7.2 Resolved:  

 

That the letter from the Mayor to the Chair of the Assembly regarding the deletion 

of the post of Mayoral Director, Marketing and 2012 Communications and matters 

relating to the secondment of the Deputy Mayor for Transport from Transport for 

London be noted.  
 
 

8.   Petition (Item 7) 

 

8.1  Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 

 

8.2  Evans AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

“We the undersigned call upon the Mayor of London to ensure that Hornchurch Police Station 

is not closed and the land sold off as an outcome of the current review of the Metropolitan 

Police Service Estates. 
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Closing Hornchurch Police Station is totally unacceptable to the residents of the southern half 

of Havering.” 

 

8.3 Resolved: 

 

That the petition be referred to the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime for a 

response.  
 
 

9.   Motions (Item 8) 

 

9.1 Jenny Jones AM moved and Jennette Arnold AM seconded the following motion: 

 

“This Assembly notes that the GLA group procures a variety of banking services, from card 

processing and foreign exchange to bonds and securities services. In the four years from 2008-

12 the GLA group paid almost £35m in charges and other costs for these services, 

representing a significant combined procurement budget. 

 

This Assembly calls on the Mayor of London, the GLA Head of Paid Service, the Mayor’s 

Office for Policing and Crime, the Fire and Emergency Planning Authority and the Board of 

Transport for London to explore opportunities to move taxpayers’ money to banks with a 

better track record in lending to small businesses and with a track record that is a better fit 

with the group’s Responsible Procurement policy.” 

 

9.2 Upon being put to a vote, the motion, namely: 

 

“This Assembly notes that the GLA group procures a variety of banking services, 

from card processing and foreign exchange to bonds and securities services. In the 

four years from 2008-12 the GLA group paid almost £35m in charges and other costs 

for these services, representing a significant combined procurement budget. 

 

This Assembly calls on the Mayor of London, the GLA Head of Paid Service, the 

Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime, the Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 

and the Board of Transport for London to explore opportunities to move taxpayers’ 

money to banks with a better track record in lending to small businesses and with a 

track record that is a better fit with the group’s Responsible Procurement policy.” 

 

was agreed unanimously. 

 

9.3 Jenny Jones AM requested that the Chair of Assembly and Leaders of Assembly party Groups 

undertake follow-up work in relation to this motion. The Chair suggested that the GLA’s 

Oversight Committee could lead on that work. 

 

9.4 Joanne McCartney AM moved and John Biggs AM seconded the following motion: 
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“This Assembly notes the recent announcement by the Metropolitan Police that, in an attempt 

to fill the budget gap resulting from reckless government cuts of 20%, 891 Police Community 

Support Officers (PCSOs) are likely to be cut, up to 65 front counters or police stations closed, 

and borough commanders merged. Additionally, this Assembly acknowledges that London has 

already lost 1,444 police officers, 1,960 PCSOs, and over 1,000 civilian staff since May 2010. 

 

This Assembly also notes that the Mayor's revised budget guidance letter dated 19th October 

2012, stated that the Metropolitan Police would have to achieve cuts of £148 million next 

year. Further, that this letter accepted for the first time that the Mayor may not be able to 

keep his election promise to have 1,000 more police officers in London than when he took 

office. 

 

This Assembly is aware of the conclusion of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary 

(HMIC) that frontline policing services could only be preserved if budget cuts were limited to a 

maximum of 12%. This Assembly also notes that the Coalition Government has set targets to 

cut the police budget by 20%. 

 

This Assembly therefore urges the Mayor to enter in to urgent negotiations with the Coalition 

Government to achieve a better settlement for Londoners that would prevent the loss of up to 

50% of police station front counters and large numbers of police that the people of London 

truly value and rely on to keep them safe.” 

 

9.5 Joanne McCartney AM informed the Assembly that the figures in the first paragraph of the 

motion should reflect updated figures recently released and therefore refer to 1,956 police 

officers, 1,800 PCSOs and 1,339 civilian staff.  In accordance with Standing Order 3.6 and as 

mover of the motion she altered the motion accordingly. 

 

9.6 Caroline Pidgeon AM moved and Stephen Knight AM seconded the following amendment to 

the motion: 

 

Line 2: Delete, “reckless”. 

 

Line 6-7: Delete,“1,444 […] 1,960 […] 1,000” and insert,“1,843 […] 1,682 […] 1,200”. 

    

Paragraph 3: Delete,“that frontline policing services could only be preserved if budget cuts 

were limited to a maximum of 12%.  This Assembly also notes that the Coalition Government 

has set targets to cut the police budget by 20%.” 

 

Paragraph 3: Add “Policing in Austerity report that the Metropolitan Police still need to meet 

the outstanding financial gap, and that this could demand considerable further reductions in 

workforce numbers.  

 

The Assembly also notes the evidence given to its Budget Committee from the HMIC that the 

support costs in the Metropolitan Police are significantly higher than everywhere else in the 

country, and that therefore it is likely that significant savings can be found without affecting 

frontline services. The MPS Deputy Commissioner has also stated that “The Metropolitan 
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Police is more expensive than the other 42 forces, with our support functions costing £93.40 

per head compared with £51.50 across the rest of England and Wales.””  

 

Paragraph 4: Add “and MOPAC to set a clear strategy for delivering savings in the 

Metropolitan Police, and to set a budget for the Metropolitan police which”   

 

Paragraph 4: Delete “to enter in to urgent negotiations with the Coalition Government to 

achieve a better settlement for Londoners that would” 

 

Add “s” to prevent.  

 

9.7 Upon being put to a vote, the amendment in the name of Caroline Pidgeon AM was not 

carried (two votes in favour and 17 votes against). 

 

9.8 Upon a further vote, the motion as altered, namely: 

 

“This Assembly notes the recent announcement by the Metropolitan Police that, in 

an attempt to fill the budget gap resulting from reckless government cuts of 20%, 

891 Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) are likely to be cut, up to 65 front 

counters or police stations closed, and borough commanders merged. Additionally, 

this Assembly acknowledges that London has already lost 1,956 police officers, 

1,800 PCSOs, and over 1,339 civilian staff since May 2010. 

 

This Assembly also notes that the Mayor’s revised budget guidance letter dated 19th 

October 2012, stated that the Metropolitan Police would have to achieve cuts of 

£148 million next year. Further, that this letter accepted for the first time that the 

Mayor may not be able to keep his election promise to have 1,000 more police 

officers in London than when he took office. 

 

This Assembly is aware of the conclusion of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 

Constabulary (HMIC) that frontline policing services could only be preserved if 

budget cuts were limited to a maximum of 12%. This Assembly also notes that the 

Coalition Government has set targets to cut the police budget by 20%. 

 

This Assembly therefore urges the Mayor to enter in to urgent negotiations with the 

Coalition Government to achieve a better settlement for Londoners that would 

prevent the loss of up to 50% of police station front counters and large numbers of 

police that the people of London truly value and rely on to keep them safe.” 

 

Was agreed (13 votes in favour and four votes against). 

 

9.9 Fiona Twycross AM moved and Onkar Sahota AM seconded the following motion: 

 

“This Assembly notes that 14 November is World Diabetes Day and the launch of Diabetes 

UK’s campaign on issues faced by children and young people with diabetes. This Assembly 

supports the aim of the campaign to highlight the signs and symptoms of Type 1 diabetes in 

order to ensure more children are diagnosed before they become seriously ill. 
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The Assembly welcomes the priority placed by the shadow London Health Improvement Board 

(LHIB) on tackling childhood obesity. This should contribute to a reduction in the number of 

Londoners developing Type 2 diabetes and other obesity related, long-term conditions in later 

life. This Assembly therefore urges the Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of the shadow LHIB, to 

prioritise diagnosis of Type 1 diabetes in children and young people as well as the prevention 

of Type 2. 

 

The Assembly calls upon the Mayor to work with the shadow LHIB and London Councils to 

ensure the symptoms of Type 1 diabetes are promoted more widely among parents, schools, 

and healthcare professionals to ensure that children developing this condition do not become 

critically ill with diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA) prior to diagnosis, putting their long-term health 

and their lives at risk. 

 

This Assembly notes that NHS London, which is being disbanded in the near future, previously 

had responsibility for health promotion in London. The Assembly urges the Mayor to continue 

to lobby the government for the London Health Improvement Board to be granted statutory 

status in order to strengthen its ability to provide both a strategic overview and increase its 

ability to play a significant role in health promotion and public health campaigns in London.” 

 

9.10 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, Fiona Twycross AM, as mover of the motion, indicated 

that she was altering the motion to delete the final paragraph. 

 

9.11 Upon being put to a vote, the motion as altered, namely: 

 

“This Assembly notes that 14 November is World Diabetes Day and the launch of 

Diabetes UK’s campaign on issues faced by children and young people with diabetes. 

This Assembly supports the aim of the campaign to highlight the signs and 

symptoms of Type 1 diabetes in order to ensure more children are diagnosed before 

they become seriously ill. 

 

The Assembly welcomes the priority placed by the shadow London Health 

Improvement Board (LHIB) on tackling childhood obesity. This should contribute to 

a reduction in the number of Londoners developing Type 2 diabetes and other 

obesity related, long-term conditions in later life. This Assembly therefore urges the 

Mayor, in his capacity as Chair of the shadow LHIB, to prioritise diagnosis of Type 1 

diabetes in children and young people as well as the prevention of Type 2. 

 

The Assembly calls upon the Mayor to work with the shadow LHIB and London 

Councils to ensure the symptoms of Type 1 diabetes are promoted more widely 

among parents, schools, and healthcare professionals to ensure that children 

developing this condition do not become critically ill with diabetic ketoacidosis 

(DKA) prior to diagnosis, putting their long-term health and their lives at risk.” 

 

was agreed unanimously. 
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9.12 During the course of the debate on this motion, it was requested that the Assembly be 

provided with a briefing regarding the role of the London Health Improvement Board. 

 

[Note: See also Minute 2: Declarations of Interest.] 
 
 

10.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 9) 

 

10.1 It was noted that the next meeting of the London Assembly would be the Mayor’s Question 

Time meeting, which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 21 November 2012. 
 
 

11.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 10) 

 

Urgent Motion 

 

11.1  The Chair explained that, in accordance with Standing Order 3.12 and Section 100(B)(4)(b) of 

the Local Government Act 1972, she had agreed to admit an additional motion to the agenda 

on the grounds that the matter it related to had not arisen until after the publication of the 

agenda for the meeting and in order to allow the matter to be debated at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

11.2 In accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 3.12, the Assembly also agreed to 

consider the motion.    

 

11.3 Murad Qureshi AM moved and Victoria Borwick AM seconded the following motion: 

 

“This Assembly notes that London consumes 13 per cent of the nation's electricity. This 

Assembly also notes the seriousness of the allegation that energy companies have fixed 

wholesale gas prices. 

 

The Assembly notes the number of London households living in fuel poverty has almost tripled 

since 2004. However, the Government believes that this is an underestimate and could actually 

be 45 per cent higher. If recent allegations are proven to be true, these actions would have 

directly contributed to the cost of living crisis in London and further increased pressure on 

family budgets and vulnerable pensioners in the capital. 

 

This Assembly urges the Mayor to lobby central government to investigate these allegations as 

a matter of urgency.”  

 

11.4 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 

 

“This Assembly notes that London consumes 13 per cent of the nation's electricity. 

This Assembly also notes the seriousness of the allegation that energy companies 

have fixed wholesale gas prices. 
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The Assembly notes the number of London households living in fuel poverty has 

almost tripled since 2004. However, the Government believes that this is an 

underestimate and could actually be 45 per cent higher. If recent allegations are 

proven to be true, these actions would have directly contributed to the cost of living 

crisis in London and further increased pressure on family budgets and vulnerable 

pensioners in the capital. 

 

This Assembly urges the Mayor to lobby central government to investigate these 

allegations as a matter of urgency.”  

 

was agreed unanimously. 

 

Confidential Information provided to the London Assembly by LOCOG 

 

11.5 The Chair expressed concern that information provided by LOCOG by way of background 

information for the meeting and circulated to all Assembly Members, initially on a confidential 

basis, had been leaked to the media. The Chair indicated that she considered that such a 

breach damaged the reputation of the Assembly and placed on record, on the Assembly’s 

behalf, her apologies to LOCOG. 

 

11.6 The Chair suggested that if there were any similar future breaches the Assembly should look to 

address this matter via a review of Standing Orders and to indentify appropriate sanctions. 
 
 

12.   Close of Meeting  

 

12.1 The meeting closed at 1.44 pm. 
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